1985 TORONTO BLUE JAYS

We all remember the Blue Jays pennant drive of 1985, but there was
another drive of ‘85 100 years earlier. Let’s go back, and ensure ourselves that a
Canadian team will win...




Despite its labelling, the image above actually depicts the 1883 Guelph team. One
can invent a connection between the 1985 Blue Jays and the 1885 Canadian
League in that one of the Ieague s umpires was a George Bell.
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Canadian League.Quiz
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DO YOU KNOW...?

WEe’ll learn the answers to these questions in the course of this presentation.

Before 1885, various “leagues” or “associations” did exist in Canada, but
each was short-lived, as seen below. Teams of the 1876 Canadian Association, for

1876-1884 — Precursors
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5 teams: Galt, Guelph (2), Toronto, Woodstock



example, played between 7 and 14 games only (although more were played on an
exhibition basis). The 1880 Canadian Association was a strictly amateur league for
which no standings were kept. And the 1884 Western Ontario League was
similarly amateur, with teams playing between 6 and 9 games only.

On April 15" 1885 a meeting was called at Royal Hotel in Hamilton where
“delegates assembled from the different base ball clubs for the purpose of
framing a Canadian League code of rules for their guidance for the coming
season.” The meeting was instigated by Guelph’s George Sleeman. (As an aside,
Sleeman Mansion in Guelph is now a gentleman’s entertainment venue.)
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Apr 15 - League is formed
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Delegates from eight teams were present: Toronto, the Primroses of Hamilton,
Woodstock, Guelph Maple Leafs, the Clippers of Hamilton, Galt, the Baysides of
Hamilton, and the Athletics of Hamilton. London was interested but not present.
A vote determined that the League’s teams would be Toronto, the Primroses, the
Clippers, Guelph and Woodstock; London was accepted as a provisional entry.
Five hours later a league constitution was adopted, and the name Canadian
Baseball League chosen, as moved by James Henigan of the Primroses.

A few days later London applied, and were accepted. However, the
Woodstock club withdrew, finding itself unable to raise the $35 guarantee
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required for membership. As well, on May 11, the Toronto club disbanded, citing
the odd reason of “too much money in the treasury”. As of May 13™, then, the
League consisted of four teams: Guelph, Primroses, Clippers and London.

The first on-field action of the 1885 season was an exhibition game in
Guelph on April 25" between the host Maple Leafs and the non-league Live Oaks

~
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club. An interesting feature of this exhibition was that the underdog Live Oaks
were allowed six outs during each turn at bat.

The League season opened on May 16" in dramatic fashion, and with the
commensurate dramatic media coverage: “The greatest baseball match ever
played in Canada...” according to the Hamilton Times. 1,000 people attended, and
witnessed a match between the host Clippers and the visiting Maple Leafs of
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May 16 - Season opens
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| AUsSPiCIous OPENING FOR THE LEAGUE. |o - 2 g™
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Guelph. Guelph’s Andrew Dillon singled in Thomas Cockman in the top of the 14™
inning for the winning run, as the Maple Leafs defeated the Clippers 4-3. The
game featured 16 walks (a result of new pitching rules), 13 innings pitched by
Clippers pitcher Pete Wood and a 14-inning complete game by his Guelph
counterpart Fred Dyson, 0 earned runs, 1 extra-base hit (a double), and 30 errors.

Notice as well (above the box score) that the new Toronto club applied for
admission to the League (shortly before May 18%). With new management, and
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=
after a successful drive for subscriptions for shares in a new club, the Toronto

application was accepted. By late May, then, the 1885 Canadian League
membership looked like this:
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85 CANADIAN LEAGUE :

Guelph Maple Leafs George Sleeman, James Hewer (~Aug 12-) Maple Leaf Grounds
Hamilton Clippers William Stroud Dundurn Park _
Hamilton Primroses James Henigan cricket grounds
London Cockneys Fred Goldsmith, Joe Quest (Sep 22-) Exhibition Grounds v
Toronto Torontos Harrison Spence Jarvis St. lacrosse grounds -

.

)

8
The London and Toronto teams were rarely referred to as the Cockneys or

Torontos, but usually by their city name alone. A note about Primrose manager
Henigan: he had a close call in 1901 when he was thrown off his bike, and a car



came within a foot of hitting him. He survived, only to be killed a week later when
he biked into an electric car.

With the season now fully underway, a number of noteworthy games were
played. The June 24" Toronto/Clippers match, for example, featured the
Canadian League debut of Bill “Cannonball” Stemmyer, who had played with
Toledo earlier in the season until that club disbanded. And quite a debut it was: a
no-hitter, as shown in this box score.
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Jun 24 - Stemmyer debuts with
Toronto -
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The July 1°* London/Toronto match saw the Torontos score 19 runs, the
League’s highest output by one team. The game in Toronto was witnessed by
5,000 fans, “the largest attendance at any match for years”. That no team scored
more runs in a game all year underscores that the season was not marked by
great offensive displays. As the calendar turned to July, the Clippers held a slim
lead over Toronto and London.

The Canadian League strived for legitimacy by adopting and enforcing rules,
not just of the game, but also of fair play; this included the agreement to not sign
players under contract by other teams. This agreement was subject to much
debate and interpretation, however, and caused many issues for teams and
players, some of whom would end up suspended or blacklisted.
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Wild pitohes—Kunight 2,
Umpire—Qillean,
There were about 5,000 persons present,

being the Jargest attendance at any mateh

for years.

Torontos
Londons

The League’s first major ‘scandal’ involved former major leaguer George
Washington Bradley, no stranger to controversy. Sleeman signed Bradley to play
with Guelph, and was ready to pitch him in a game against London. London

THE CANADIAN LEACUE.
NO OAME IN GUELPH—TORONTOS OMIECT TO
NRADLEY — UMPIRE DECLAYER GAME FOR

GUELPH,

Snecial to Th Mai'.

GUELPR, Juiy 11,—As was expected there was
no gamo hore to«iny between the Maple Leofa
nudqt‘onnu-. Manager spence and his tenm
arrived in the city this morning. ‘They came to

lay ball, ?m\'mmg_l:w home team did pot put

iov, Bradley on their team, Manager Eleeman
interviewed Mannger Spence, but the interview
resuited only in an understanding that Toronto
wouid not go on the feld ngainat Bradiey. A
telegram, of which the followinyg isa copy, was
prod by the president of the Muple Leafs: —

* Prrrsuvnie, Pa., July 10,
“To G. Sleeman ; T y ’

" Bradley ja not expelled, simply incligible to

clubs of national agreement associated.
igned) *H, D. MeKxanT,

* President American Association.”

Mr. Spence, on secing this message, contended
that the Canadian I‘u‘fmo had adopted the con-
stitution of the National League, and conse-
quently that the nntenden piayers of one organ-
ization were ineligibie to play'in the other. In
this he ls clearly wrong. ‘The very existence of
A Canadian constitution shows the absurdity of
his contention, W hen the wams appearcd on
the field this afterncon the usual coremony was
grriorlnod. Umpire Goldsmitn ealled *Play

ut the visitors refused to respond.  The ump
then declared the game 9 to 0 in favour of
the Leafs. He also ve Mr. Scoman his
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noticed his presence and objected on the grounds that Bradley was an ineligible

player; London refused to p

lay, causing the umpire to call the game in favour of



Guelph. Many meetings (and newspaper articles) later, it was decided that the
forfeited games (three of them) were to be replayed. But Bradley never did
actually pitch in a Canadian League game. He was a popular fellow, being given a
farewell banquet a month later. A month after that he was given a new position,
in a grocery store in Newport, Kentucky.

The London/Guelph match of July 25" featured a triple play by the Maple
Leafs, and an unusual one at that. Note from the box score that it was a 2-5-4
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triple play. There have been only two such triple plays in major league history,
both in the American Association of 1882; the reason for the rarity is that an 1887
rule change rendered this particular sequence no longer possible.



League standings at the end of July show London with a slim lead over the
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CLUB W
Londons 18 6 -
Clhippers 14 6 2
Torontos 10 9 5.5
Primroses 5 15 11
Maple Leats 3 14 11.5

Clippers, with the Primroses and Guelph likely crying “Wait ‘til next year!”.

A game of August 28™ in Toronto was protested under a strange sequence
of events, as can be seen below. The Toronto World report terms the match a
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“disgraceful exhibition of intimidation on the one side and weakness on the
other”. Overshadowed by the goings-on was a stellar pitching performance by the
Clippers’ Elton “Ice Box” Chamberlain, who held the Torontos hitless. Chamberlain
would later accumulate 157 major league wins in the American Association and
National League. Alleging “crooked play”, the Clippers blacklisted him later in the
season, although he never really missed any action.

The end of August saw the Clippers regain the League lead in what had
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Sep 01 - Chppers back in the lead

Londons
Torontos
Maple Leafs 5 19 15

| Primroses 7 24 16.5

become a two-team race with London.



The season’s second no-hitter was turned in on September 3™ by Guelph’s
Dennis Fitzgerald, who defeated the Torontos 3-1 in Toronto in a game in which
the victorious Maple Leafs managed only two hits themselves. Fitzgerald, who
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later played in the major league American Association, was offered a “situation”

later that month by the Buffalo club of the National League; the “situation” likely
referred to a paid job in Buffalo in return for his ball-playing services.

Another blacklisting occurred on September 18", as second baseman Louis
Bierbauer agreed to play for London, while having just signed a contract with
Guelph that paid him $75 a month, plus board. The signing caused hard feelings,
coming on the heels of the Bradley incident in July. Bierbauer played in the
Players’ League in 1890, but after it collapsed, he was scooped up by the
Pittsburgh Alleghenys in a surprise move; the press took great pleasure in calling
the Pittsburgh team a bunch of ‘pirates’ for their actions.
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BIEREAUR ELACKLISTED, b
Gueren, Sept. 15.—A  player named
Bicrhaur, recantly released by “the Prim- |
roses, has heen acting crooked with the
Leafs, and to-night wus blacklisted by the
management.  Pierbaur, it would appear,
was seeuted by the dlaple Leafs' manage-
ment for $75 a month and his board, He
was in lamilton on Thwsday, The Lon-
dons were there, too.  Inauw evil hour the
Primrose eateher agreed to go to the Forest
City, and he wont.  The manager of the
Maple Leaf to-night showed your corre- ~
sponident the avrcement which Bierbaur
signed, of which the following is o copy:
‘I agreo to play with the Maple Leafs, of
Guelph, for £75 a month and board.
{(Signed) L. Dierbaur.  Hamilton, Sept.
17" Iu the event of the Londons present-
in7 this player in their game with the Leafs
to-morrow the Guelphs will refuse to play.
Much indignation is felt here that n club
like the Londons, which was so strict over
the Bradley busincss, should encouraze a
| player in our own league to break his con-
Toronto Mail,

As the season’s end approached, both the Toronto and Guelph teams
disbanded on September 30™, although the status of the Maple Leafs was
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p 30 - Teams Disband...

3 e < Guelpﬁ;;diS‘tiaﬁrﬂs‘Sep 30_

. T+ being the last day of grace in the
Toronto disbands Sep 30 base ball season, the Maple Leaf club will
disband, and the directors have written to
effect:— The
London club have offered great induce-
ments to the Leafs to play three games
this week, and huve Deen answered in the
negative.

Guelph Hen:ury; Sep 30

¥
uelph ‘plays out’ season (?)

X “The management of the Maple Leaf Ciub
has decided to play vut the baiance of the
season. So says a Guelph paper, Ien't 13
rather iate 1u the year to arrive at sach a
deciston, At -east the determination 1s now
very easy o! fuifi!ment. :

N

THE TORONTO CLUB PCTS UP ITS SHUTTERS.

Oa Wadnesday night, having added one ‘more
to ats aleeady’long st of defeats, the Toronto
Bassball Ciub wound-up its career for the season
in a blage of dismonds, ¥ not of glory. Shetlier

Globe & Mail, Oct 02 x

-

ambiguous. In any event, Guelph played no more games after September 30™,
whether any were scheduled or not.



The season ended, not with a bang, but with a whimper. Some sources say
the League disbanded, and did not complete its season; however, nowhere did |
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CANADIAN LEAGUE CAMES A FIRCE,

~ Hasmiirosy Ock. 1.—The  Cliopers and
I'rimtoses played two games at Dundurn park
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Score, first vamo—Ciippera. oo plohail o [|Primroses 8 31 23.5
becounrla_me—-'.‘-.‘igper:, 13 ¥ Loy ) E
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notice any indication that schedules were not completed, and October 1% was the
intended end of the season. The final standings show the Clippers besting London

by 4% games to win the pennant. The London team challenged the Clippers’ claim
g ‘?rive of ‘85 — 1885 Canadian Leagu
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to the title, but to no avail, and on October 19t the Clippers were officially
awarded the League championship.

We know now that the Canadian League did not continue beyond 1885. But
that was not for lack of trying, as there was much activity after season’s end. Up
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until February or so, plans were to go ahead in 1886. Then at some point around
March, Toronto and Hamilton followed through on earlier speculation that they



mlght join the New York State League. And what of the players?
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‘Where are they now?’
Notableypost-baseball careers:

- ‘\“ Wiman Andrus: physician
PLAYERS, POST-1885 Chub Collins: Mayor of Dundas (1901-02)

Many Canadian Leaguers continued to play James Hewer: Mayor of Guelph (1897-98)
after 1885. During and after their playing Teqﬁewér organ maker

days... some.( of the more on. Ja
& g «Hor cout for.Det AL
occupations of the a1|pla;ers included: - \‘ a;amuel Paling: phooto:r;z?e(r“)

Louis Pelouze & William Smith: jeweler
Machinist, moulder clerk, saloon/hotel R Arthur Pope: stockbroker

proprietor, carpenterprlnter groge,r umpir >
; &% ﬁward‘ Y: aﬂ#flrevWar

"

b

Pitcher Jack Horner, who later became a scout for the Detroit Tigers, slipped on
his way into Turkish baths in 1910; he fell and broke his skull. 36 of the League’s

players also played in the major leagues before, during or after the 1885 season.
- Dnve of ‘85 — 1885 Canadian League

LEAGUE STATS ~MAJOR

# of players 98 (+2: Sam R9|d & Bradley) Debut 1885: 4 <
# of major leaguers: 36 (+1: Bradley) Debut >1885: 16

Largest Attendance: 20000 ~Sep 14 ‘\mmﬁ‘ mf&g LEAGUE:
TDI'OntO VS Detm “ h\ ~ & 2 ‘d\ e : o < \“
[Mor lum. 1t 1 suflicient to +a; that te Ntm\t“ a .
police didn 't wven begin to do their duty, . > -
mowe woik was dune by Deputy Chiet e

Stowart who emitted ~ several shnll AA: 23
rhrieks wnd rapped soveral shion with

3 ke qmm i | UA:2 (Shoup, Moore, *Bfad'eY)

DIJOO aw lhn h.-.u m-uh Bnl
S

PL:2 , Ra 3
Longest Game: 3:15 Auglﬁ (15 in M(merbauer lngv) at

SPOII'I‘II' l.i NO'I'E!

PSS ———————
The Biggest Game of Dase Dall on Record
. In Oalinda,

'7 [
in On da. was plnm on the Haplo Leat ?

g rounds yesterdsy Leafs and | ™ 4
Hmmul It took fifteen hmimtoch DR 2ol e ¥ .
i ounhnoonmt. The home e & Z BIerk J J

Of these, Louis Bierbauer played the most games (1,385).



The individual statistical leaders are given below. Batting categories were
dominated by the Clippers’ John Rainey, who later would hit the first home run in

«. Drive of ‘85 — 1885 Canadian Le
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l EAGUE LEADE RS (Ra.]a/ Howard) . * Major Leaguers
HTTIN G S BNGHING

Runs: 58 Rainey* Wins: 24 Knight*
Hits: 66 Rainey* Losses: 10 Stemmyer*,

HR:5 Sta gesﬁ \.‘Wlwmrl 30 9) o’
AVG: .40 “Stri 39 Chamberlain® (ZI%P{

Lowest AVG: 099 McKmIey

the Players’ League. Joe Knight and “Ice Box” Chamberlain excelled on the
mound. Leading won-lost percentage pitcher John “Kid” Hendricks later made
news by rescuing a drowning woman from a river.

.
. » - X pe
0-9 GAMES (13" 10-99 GAIVIES [12):

0 - Harrison Spence (136G NL Mgr) 10 - Frank Smith (AA ‘84) [« [}
1-Wiman Andrus(NL ‘85) % 13 - Fred Wood (NL '84-85) T .

- Edward Kent (AA 8.{1))“ e U John Shoup (N, A UA '79,82 ’84)
- Loms Iou ‘86 '|ﬂl‘°

- Willian ”Ml‘_r‘\ &5 p teﬁ m%
2 - Dennis Fltzgerald |AA ‘90) 35 - Jerry Maoore (UA ‘84-85

- Jack Horner (NL ‘94) 43 — W.A. Reid (AA ‘83

- Bill Hunter (AA ‘84) I+ . « 59 =John Rainey (NL, P 87 90)
3 - Mickey Jones [AA ‘90) B+ « * 61— Cannonball Stemniyer (NL, AA ‘85-88)

_ - William Nelson (AA ‘84) - ?\MEB ) il&nll ' 0) =t
6-Tip O’NellL(AA“!?')“I__I T 85 <Th AA'87-90)

O.R, Caggy(NL ‘82) l_l

aiDunn



The 36 players who appeared in the major leagues are summarized above.
Harrison Spence did not appear in any games as a player, but did manage the
Indianapolis National League team for the entire 1888 season. The Tip O’Neill is
not THAT Tip O’Neill. O. R. Casey (originally thought to be Dennis Casey, who
ironically was thought to be signed by the Clippers, but was not) was a
“mountainous” member of the Primroses, to the extent they had a tough time
finding a uniform to fit him; he was later cited by some as the inspiration behind
Casey at the Bat (as was Dennis Casey).

9 of the 36 played over 100 games in the majors. Joe Knight is the only

_w, _Drive of ‘85 — 1885 Cana

PLAYERS - MAJOR LEAGUERS (100+

R
Canadian of these nine. Count Campau later became a manager, unsurprisingly
given the moustache. Elton Chamberlain (below) played for six different teams in



his 332-game major Ieague career.

But the award for most major league games played by a player from the
1885 Canadian League goes to second baseman Lou Bierbauer, as mentioned
earlier. Bierbauer, who later became a night watchman, played 1,385 major

»~
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league games for four teams in three leagues over a 13-year career.



Finally, a question that | had: How truly Canadian was the League? Of all
League players, roughly two thirds were non-American: Canadian, British subjects
considered Canadian, or unknown. The majority of the unknowns were likely
Canadian, for two reasons. First, the signing of a known American player from a
place such as Erie or Cleveland would have been noted in the press. Also, most of
the unknowns played only a few games, and were therefore likely local.

= Drive of ‘85 — 1885 Canac
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\NADIAN CONTENT =
wigh. -

ALL PLAYERS BY BIRTHPLACE
S L7

7 o | 5
r/. . | 79% e TN - e
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UK 5%

= & 2
* - CAN 43%
US 30% CAN 56% l ¢

Of the players who also played in the major leagues, more were American,
not surprisingly. The better players would have been sought after from Canada,
but also from such nearby cities as Detroit, Buffalo, Erie, Cleveland and Toledo.



As a footnote, here are the umpires who presided over Canadian League

games in 1885. Note the presence of George Bell of Toronto!
. .« Drive of ‘85 — 1885 Canadi

PIRE S Fred Goldsmith London Ex-Tecumseh / Major-Leaguer l

WilliamW. Jeffers  Toronto 15 Ex-Toronto Clipper
Fred Dyson Guelph 8 Ex-Maple Leaf
J.E. Thompson Woodstock 8 Ex-Woodstock Active
W.L. Crowfoot Toronto 7
¥ ~.__ Bain Hamilton 7
“&‘; Thomas Gillean London 6 Ex-Tecumseh
McLean London 6 Ex-Tecumseh
John Flynn Hamilton 6
George Bell Toronto 4
1 J. O’Hara Hamilton 4
William S. Smith Guelph 4 Ex-Maple Leaf
Charles Maddock  Guelph 3 Current Guelph player
.. Jack Horner 1 Current Toronto player
. Tindall/Tindell 1
. Josh Wayper 1 Ex-Maple Leaf
James Henigan Hamilton 0 Current Hamilton Mgr; on list

Martin Lacoste
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