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rf; Johnny Jones, 2b; Jim 0'Connor, 1b and mansger; Jack Hurst, trainer.
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Club Existed
1895 to 1900

Was Floufiahing Organiza~
tion in Lute '90’s With
About 250 Members

HELD WEEKLY TRIPS

pR——

Every  Thursday  Siaty
Canoes Made Trip To
Vistorio. Park

For flve years—bslween 1396 and
1900-—one of the most active and
firmly fmplmlod soclal and qurunx

tions {n— Guolph - -wos- - —the
Its mem |

Great Club Which Brought

-Championship

tion For Many Years.

Having {1

Much Fame to Royal'Gity‘Was
Formed 66 Yeurs Ago by D
tion in Tournaments Throughout Canada And Later,

Tackled Crack United States Teams,

atles

Back To Year 1861 When
- Leafs Came Into Existence

A. 8. Feast—Won Distinc-
Winning Amateur

of America in 187}—Interesting Com~

garisb’n in Rules of Game Then And Now—Record Made
y Team on Tour in 1886

Baseball—George Sleeman Iden

Never Equalled in Annals of

tified With Organiza-

C b -
St LB

" conisisted of about 260 boating en-
thusiasta_of fun . loving _disposition,
and thelr activities never langulshed,
They flourfshed bolh winter and
summer. In summeér, conceris at the

old Victorln Park awalted them nt the

éon's bosthouse, * and —when- -snow
covered the ground and the rlver was
frozen sold, the club mombers and
their lady friends were even more
clogely knltted togother in the Intime
acy engendered by dances in the old
City Hait. e
Many a prominent business man in
Guelph today can look buack and
thank the old danco ecxgiirsfons for
the helpmate who has hoen his lite
. partner since those days of carefreo

famous Bal-{6Wns In-the-Dominion—y
that is made with a greal
deal of pride by those who are today
followers of the popular summer pha-
timo here. 1t was ih tho yeur 1861
that the fino Giitdoor game had ity
beginning locally, the name of A, 8,
Feust belng on record as the founder
of the Maple Leat Club, and aince
that time the wonderful achleves
ments of teams playing under Gueiph
calors have won fame. for the city
not only throughout Canada, but
from coast to coast In the = United
States, .

Records show that the original
President of theiMaple Leaf organi-
zation was J. W, Colson, and the
plnyer}; who composed the first team
wore: “Witllam Sunley, pitoher: Jithes

tered baseball for 88 turn—to—the eamect 1 =
years, Guelph can righttully lay claim |cial Fair.week to play the Londoners
to being one of the oldest and most sup y _of the |

“Deminio ya# played for
& silver baseball and $60 in cagh, and
Guelph  woh. tho game, 42 to 20,
This made the Maple Leafs the
chimplons, but, much:to thelr- sur-
prike, on thelr arrlval home they
found tho gilver ball was bogus, in-
asmuch as it was only silver plated,
Genulno Trophy Recelved - Iziter.
The late Goorge Sleemsn, who be-
came identified with the club a fow
yoars after its organization, later
‘aecured the real silver ball, along
with & beautiful bat containing a &lf-
vor furl with ‘the samo engravihg am
on the ball, “Baseball Champions.™
The hogus sphere was retained by
Mr, 8leeman, and ‘the differenco be.
tween the two could easily be detect
P

ceeded In bringing tho Boston players
back-to Gielph for e return game the
follpwing day, and in many respects
this wag the most remarkable base-
ball matoh ever played In Canada, the
erowd in attepdance belng estimated
at 10,000, fncluding the 30th Battal-
fon of Welllngton Rifies, which were
In eamp here at the time. It was
big disappointment té the huge gath-
oring ‘'Wheli the homie teawi tasted de-
teat, .

The night of July 1 the Leafs, ac-

[ companied- by a~t6W loyal Bupportérs,

16t for Waterlown, N.Y., where thay

n={were entéred in & tournament, The |

ovent was advertised as an smateor
_ong,-hut-was -réally semi-professtonat. |
Thefe were fourteen feams ontered
from Canada and the Unlted States,
but Quelph proved to bge the only
Canadian club’to put in an appears
ance, . .

The Leafs were called on to win
thrae garfies - In the tourney before
‘they were crowned with the title of
amatour champlons of the United
Statés and Canada, and fncidentally
pullod -down a money prize of $500,
The 4h teams defeated were the
Ku Kig nelda, 13-4; Naasaus, of
New York#=13-8, and Easton, Pa.,
"13-10, 'Fha “Haston players were all
professlonals, and made a desperate
atroft to” Wlii In"the Jast {nning, when
they piled up s!x runs, but thoy
could not overcome the lead of the

Goilf Is Very
Popular Game
In Royal City

Has Been Played By Local

Present
Ranke

Tear

o Devotees For Quer
25 Years
CLUB FLOURISHING |Club Organized at
Construetion of 18-Hol Most  Creditabl
0 -Hole . ;
Course May Be Necessity League Campai

l}ionghz’pu And ]
itle—DPlayers |
Game on Home
dence at Openin

Before Long

People hegan to play golf in Guelph
spn»rho%l‘caily about” the bLeginning  of
the cenhiry. An apology for a courso
was moré or—fesy 1ald out doWwn near|
the rifle ranges. T.ater u better course
was established nt the Junctlon, where!
the McArthur Construction Co..is now
located, This Intter courss was very
FBhorting, though too -smell -and thers

To have hean  1op-nolc
senfor Inter-County ker,e
Binco the inception of t}
1916, 18 the spiendid recor
prepentduy Mapla leufs
amateurs who rightfully

wern not enough pluyers to keep it carry that famoun ol na
| proparly. Tho “club  house”  wus 4 n

2 been n by-word in bosebn
inrge elm tree, upon which the players

hung coats and hats, while playlhg.
Buch u club house, while vBry graceful
and beautiful to look at, lacked nccom-
modetion, not even being equipped with
4 “nineteenth hola!" In #pite of muny
drawhacks the members hiad a lot of
tun on the little Iinks,

Country Club Incorporated In 1912,

Nothing muci. was done, however, to-
wards gottlng a botter course till 1812,
when some eight or ten onthysinsts met
one evening nt "Sunny J.cred’ und de.
cided to appoint provisional offcers and
committees to seo ) u proper golf club
could he formed,

The cativassers met with great cn-
couragement and had no difficulty in
securing subscriptions.  Ho niuch  so

since the game wan first |
years.ugo. From the duy
following the Great War,
wers trying to forget the
of the frigh. 1f eonfiet, 1!
been doing their It m th
viding enfertainment for
pubite, and it can b ot
that they have certsinly
not only to themseives |
obd city under whose* coje
been playing.

While the tesm dus ne
hapor of winning 'h
theg Nuave alw
had Lo be recknones
the compact §
whegl, but in noy O I
offs, and thew record of |

PR TSE IPRN

- ——wouldq foregather_at Johnson's boat

__There thoy were enterfuined by musf-

companlonghip. -
The club had as its meeting place
- one of the larger rooms jn tho old
Victorfa Rink. Amonyg ths 240 odd
active nnd inactive memhers there

T. Nichols. cateher; A. Myles, first
hase; Y. Bweetman, second base; J,
W:. Colsén, shortstop;  George
8chniirr, right field; Willlam Reilly,
left ticld; ~Qeorge Watson, centrs |

wore distributed somo (0 cances —
fully sufficient to carry the club with
1ta* fernle "additions on tht  weokly
excursions. -

___Eyery Thursday evening the_club

house and embark for tho mile and o
_half ¢rip up the river to the parle

cally talented members and  others
from tho city cholrs., Among thosa
= ho provided many of the most en-
* sayablo ftems in thess.concert pro-
grims of over & quarter of a coentury
ago wora -“Eddle” Jbhpson, thon A
young cholr boy of the cily, Charles
R. Kelly and Mliss Hattle Kelly, and
Arthur Wheatley, dlie latter an  ac-
camplished performier-on-thal maost
daifticult of ‘iristruments, tho plecslo.

Sung Choruses On Return Trips, *

ed entertainment

(e Gueiph— dfmmond was Tlwmboro,

fieid, and A. 8. Foast, third base.

In view of the fact that tho game
also took root in Woodstock, Hamll-
ton and Flamboro the sameo year, a
rles ot exhibltion mafcheg provid-
the firat summer.
-baseball-was knowm locally,- and the]
tirat out of town club that playsd on

According to an account of tha, "big
event” appearing in one of the local
piapers, the game created a.great -ieoal
of Intereat, and it proved to be a most
oxciting ccntast, the score at the ond
of nine -tnnings being a tle at 27
runs for. each side.

_ Raules Were Different,
Nothing of iniportancé seemed to
have happéned in 1862, but In 1863
the Maple Leufs meyed to Ham-
{Iton, where ?Jg‘l’:yedx“a team by

R

Around midnlght—in those days a,
-seandalotialy-. late haur — thé fléot i
would embark for the down-river
voyage. All-the way, the rivor alley
- would «cho and rv-ocho fo the nolsy
choruges which- wore shouted Justily
all the way down. Hands and ermms
weuld be made lato grappling lrons
and the great armada of frall craft
would be welded together on tha ro-
tarn teip. Ont,)' those In,rear would
paddle, and that jusf enough energy
would bs expendad to keep the flaet
in. motion. .

. The eolors of the tlub wers green
and white, snd o, 1y iston |
I6BY yEArs When an AqUAlG wisplay

iy
was presenied on the Upper lliver,
betwoen Xlan's Dam and the Nore
wich Btreet Bridge, they were vaiv
much in evidence, This mect was held
- under the club Nusplees in the year|
1893, A concert was & feature of tns
meot and gally decorated cances in

compeiltion for awards dotted the
smooth stretehes of the Speed  all
afternocon. -

The club also coidacted aquatle

s ip 'the outdowr tank ot the O.
A, C., when {t was first buiit.

Among thoss prom.nent-§p the club
Auring the ftve ycars of its Oxpierience
. and seen fromy year to yea
Har of sMears wers Arthur ynolds,
R, G. Johnston, 1. J. Hackney, J. 8.
Miljar. Robert Grant, Edgerton Hat-
ris, Jack Dollery, W. Greenshlalds,’!
Pred 1. iuchsngn,. P W,, Farquiar,
Rsbert Walkés and Greg. Franks.
#incs 1900 when this club dlsinter.
faled, (here has pever been Any al-
tempt made until this year to revive
an_ihte in s1ed- Foath

Previous to the founding of e
8pesd Cavees Club in 1492, there had

basn a stmliar  organd an nany
¥aars befurs of which Davil Allen
had been a prominent &nd  Active

“the  first Yop.

8ol and Woodstock compoted,

the samoe—fiam nt ¢ty It with]
bs of Interest to fans bt today to
knpw - that the rules /at this timo
made {t necestary fof the umpire)
to call the batter out if the flelder
caught his fly on the first bounce.
‘Tho same rule applied if the catcher
ot anything coming his_way In the
shape of a foul that he plcked up on
Guelph "won  this
match, 156-13, and although there
wero some slight changes In the per-
sonnel of the local team, the famous
HSunley-Nlchols battery agaln  pece
formed. . -

No further records are available
until the year 1888, when a grand
Aournament took -place-at-"Woodstook |
Teams from Queiph, London, Ingor-
'The
firat prize was a cash one, and/for
the secord prize a sliver tea survice
was glven. The Guelph Maplo Leats
wereo _succesaful In winning second
honors. Money swas a scarce artlcle
at this time {n tha city's history, and
rhartly afterwards. when it was des
cided to erect a fence areund ‘he
hama 1ot of the Mapls Leafa the tea
sorvice waa raffled oft or $50, and
the proceeds used to supplement the
bullding fund.
In 1589 another tournament twaa
heid in London, In which th wamé]
¢lubs participated ad in the year Pré-
vious. The MAple Leafs were drawn
dgninst  Ingorndll I the opening
game. The correct score has hot been
preserved. but old-timers claim that
Guelph was 44 runs ahead at the
conclusion of hostilitles, - They made
14 homérs during the match., Ths
tollowing day Woodstock and Cuelph
met in  the Zinals, and the “Maple
Laats dtsponed of thelr oppansnty t4l

Hthey-wero-plrced-siio-by-side:

In 1870 the Leafs stayed at honie
to detend their- honors. 8lx outslde
clubs visited the city during the sca-

son’in an effort to wrest the cham-
Hploishipaway fTom GUoIph, but each

attempt. proved a fallure.” 'Tho toams
who sought the coveted honur.wers
Abierfoyle, Independents, of -Dundas,
Young Canadians, of  Woodstook,
Mutuals, of Hamilton, and the Mapla
Leats, of Hamllton, who tried twice.

Durlag the-year the tirst-Ameriean |
trip of the Maple Leafs was made, |
‘Guntes Were  played  (n, Rochester,
Byracuse and Oswego, and Byracuse,
which played a plcked team, was the
only outfit to beat Guelph.

For the next two baseball geasons
the locals cohtinued to dofond the
championship against all comers, In-
cluding the six elybs they had met in
1870, and a team <roni London, The
silver -ball then bocame=the property:
of the Leafs, beng onc of Mr. Sleo-

man's prized possesslons up to the

time ot hia death,

L Agninst Professlonals,
Having cleaned up exerything in

the amateur ranks, thé téam took an-
other jnunt into the United Hattes In
1873, having declded tg tackle tho
brofesslonnls.  They met Baltlmore,
Phlladelphia Nationals and .the New
York Mutuals, and although they
tasted defeat In all three encounters,
the acores  were close In every cawe,
In-thelr game with New York they
battled agalnst Cummings, who was
recognized as the firat pitdher who
over-uxéd a curved ball, On thelr
Way home they-stoppod off and play-
ed a game at Iilon, N.Y¥., In which
they were victarious, 20 to 19.  Mr,

- Thonias-Goldie- who -wanR{6F MayoF

of Quelph, and Mr, Boucklers, a
prominent resident, accompanied the
players on the trip. .
it was In 1874 that Mr. fJoorge
Sleeman  became Dresident of the
Maple Leats, Previous to this Mr.
Bleeman had owned a teant of his
own, named the Bfiver Crooks, -and
they had beon. very successful. in
playing smateur_ball. George Cham-
berlaln {s the only ex-member of thia
combination now living In Guelph.
“BII";Bunley, one of the original
mombers of the Leafs' hurling corps,
was atill golng atrong In this year; in
Ing §0_S(ronig thAt ho
twirled & game on ‘May 24-In which
Guelph handed Beaforth & 30 to 0
drubblng. Hia former baltery mate,
and the other rgembevs of the orlgin.
Al Leats had afl 4isappeared by this
time, and the team was iined up a¥
followa: Wiltlam. Sumnley,- piteher;
Chatles Maddock, catcher; H., Myers,
first base; Qeorge il Ketrl, second
base: Willlam Jones, shoristop: I,
Spence, thiid” base; Thomas Smith. |

the tune of 30.17. Ny winning the
tournament the Guelph club trensury,
wra entiched to the extent of §150 In
gold. » !
London was not quite satisfied with

member,

Toft fleldl- W, Bmith, centre field,

the outeoma of the tournsment. and et the famous Noston fed Bloe
b Lexia were Induced T5 agaln fe- | Fags and were defeated, They 'sud

and

John Colson, right fleld.
1000 Attend Game,

© On June 30 of this year the Leafs

made a trp o Hrantford, where they

Canadians,

It will be noticed that {n. ench
game played Gueliph made 13« runs,
and it was no unlucky number _for
Hhem, ——————————

The lne-up In the -Watertown
games wag ‘switched around some.
W. 8mith wns brought in from cen-
tre field to do the piteh!ng, the old]
réliable, Wm, Sunley. golng to right

and. T SEaerytnking wp
utles i the cemtrq garden. The
-team —dtdn't—toro N ganio during-the-
balance of the vear. R e

Champlon Thrower, *

Tt was also at Watertown, on the
tourth day of July, that year, that
W. Bmith, the star plteher of the
Maple Leafs, won first priza and the
champlonship “for the longest throw,
The exact diatance that 8mith heaved
the sphare s not shown on local
records, but according t> old-timers
it was a remarkably long one.

On "the return fourney from the
tournament the Lenfs atopped off at
Cobourg for a. game, the result of this
matel belng“40 to 3 for Guelph, Tha
Cohourg World of July 10, 1874, de-
voted a_latge amount of apaco to Its
report of the game, and spoke of the
gentlomanly playing and hearing of
thed(welph team, both on and off the
tield, -

In 1875 they agaln vislted Water-
town to compete in a tournament, but
lost the final game to the Live Oaks,
of Lynn, Mass, by the closs count of
8 to 3. ~ They, however, tosk =econd
monay, which ‘amountod to $350 In
eaxh, . .°
The year 1876 was not a very auce
ceasful one for the local olub Tn

that-gearon tHey DIaVed threo games

thtt—tnter—om—that—snms —year The
“Guelph Country Club, Limited" was in.
corporuted. The provisional officers
wore: President, C. g 0
A, M. Brown; sccretary, Frederlc Walt.
After Inspecting many different sitos
the present one was chosen and work
commenced on the grounds under the
supervislon of Mr, G. Poweclt Hamilton
and the club house hogun. The lute
_Dr. Reed wans the chalimnn. _of the!
building committee.  Bpeaking of thatitheir ontry jnfo fhe fast
when the Doctor-wia asked 48 take the Broup, Is gleunsd wlen ¢
chairimanship, he said, “['}l do I, not,conabler that the Giuriph
because T want fo play goif, or nvar;naver Anlshed u season Toy
oxpect to pluy It, but I think the club,pluo in the last eifht )
wihl be un asset to the clty, and I'l do.Baven of those elght they
whit I can to help””  The following]the jengua finils or ndva
yenr, smiling with gles, ha toid UmIO. B. A. A, play-downs.

writer: "1 wns the first man on the:year they are smling slon
links thir apring and Il bo the last!pace, with little dunger
one to play this fall. Ivs u  greatderful record being smiick
game."” Thia Is related not only to show When the Leafs wipd o
Dr. Reed’s willingness to_help, but to In 1019—thé first yeur the
ghow the tremendousa fascinotion of; loop wis in existence ~the
J o jos the Partiidge Hutber ¢
{the following summer the
Lgentuuves of another i

of the clussiest genor any
combinntions in Ontario
them & province.wade reg
they stend out todny ns a
known clubs  performirn
compuny.
Always In the H
HBoma iden of the cuim
Lin _which they hnye Leen

goif. -
During 1918 the club was formully
opened, aix holes heing In  use, and

later the whole 9 holes were In play. the Bml»m;.v rxmll Axte \):.;.Ip
sons they did remarkabl;

Prospered After War, avell ‘up In the Onturio

The club started 1914 vory ausplcious- | i 1921 it was thought

Ty, but the war came that year and! cvive the name of the
during the wur had pretty hard sled- | {onfs, und from then on
ding, and Instead of being kept open a8 omulem has been a fixtur
a ropndeavois for winter sports, hud m{l Tt was on March £ of tra
bo closed during tho winters.  The, pnymuer of locul ent
writer thinka that much may&bn done i gnd formed un  ar
for wintor aports at the cluii=tohog- ! known ua the Gueiph Mup
ganlng. skilng and even trap ahoo!lnq%ymu Club, Hert Hewer, one
could he currled on with very lttle | most faithful supporters, |
trouble. - with the presidency. The

After the war the club prospered, and|afncers were Harry Wost
continues to do so. It has now xome|pregident; Harry Lanking
400 \members, and though the  course| niesidont. Cla
BOR been - ehanged KOVe Uimes,” tho! aort Johnson, tredsurer, o
directors and players all agree that we, 1 T Hammil CGeorge B

(Continued on Page 91)

now have the best layout possible un'monﬂ, . J. Milten and J
mombers of the exceutiv

Reached Ontario Final
Althoush the perasonnci

west horders of Ahe ¢ity. “Tha club hous
ngAlow styls of architec

»

rounding country can e obtali®

ELPH COUNTRY CLUB .
Alluntedin an ideal locatinn on a hiil near Wellington Place, on the north.

was practicnlly unidters) s
management took over )
the control of the club ne
centive for the Losk 16 ac
fame than cver befoie, o

the lend. Owing to b
membership 1t will sonn
_{to_conlomplate estabi.shin
coustt, <
It murt he remembinies
the course is not an idea
goll 15 of gravel and clay. )
A glorious one. gmving wiow
frounding country in all ¢
miies; The etub being es
fore moler Cars  were ¢
used, the sita sclected hag !
s pomsible to the oty a
b, Btreet car. The presed
the only plece of land (hat
oniE, and  Gre e
Improved from yoar to yenr
ol treéen heve been plante
time and labor expended
Both fairways and greeas
ghort time Guelph w1t b
couree that il campsr
with any other of |is Bize .

@, pictired Above. ix bulit Jn & (~8y
iiding a commanding view of the




