
Originally appearing in the Toronto Leader newspaper, this is an account of what the 
New York Clipper described as the first game played in Canada under the New York 
rules. The 27 "pins" victory matches the Clipper’s 68-41 score. 
 
This account, though, fills in a few more details as to the nature of the team from 
Toronto - Gillett, King and Co. - and confirms that the game was played between two 
teams of cigar makers. This would make Gillett, King & Co. the sponsors of the first 
baseball team in Toronto of which we have a record. From Caverhill's 1859 Directory: 



 
The Globe referred (below) to Gillett, King & Co. as enterprising Americans, which fits 
with Americans having introduced the New York rules into Canada after the game had 
gone through its own evolutionary process here (possibly through Buffalo but perhaps 
not, based on where messieurs Gillett and King came from).  BH 13Nov2025 



 


