


It was a long and winding road that brought Martin Leo Boutilier from his home 

in Lingan, Nova Scotia, to St. Mary’s Industrial School in Baltimore and Babe Ruth



Cape Bretoner Martin Leo Boutilier 

became Brother Matthias upon 

joining the Congregation of 

Francis Xavier shortly before 1900. 

He was posted to Baltimore where 

taught at St. Mary’s School.



St. Mary’s Industrial Training School, western edge of Baltimore. 

 Owned by the Catholic Church, it was operated by the Xaverian Brothers as 

an orphanage and reform school. 

 George Ruth lived here for most of the time from 1902 until 1914 when he 

signed his first professional baseball contract. 



A. St. Mary’s School

B. Mount St. Joseph High School

C. Downtown Baltimore



A dormitory at St. Mary’s School.



Brother Matthias presides over a classroom at St. Mary’s. 

He was a baseball coach at the school which embraced the sport.



Tailoring shop at St. Mary’s where George Ruth learned how to make shirts.



At its peak, St. Mary’s had about 800 students, sometimes known as inmates.



The main ball field at St. Mary’s Industrial Training School. 

The school saw baseball as a key part of the education it provided. 

St Mary’s fielded as many as 40 teams, most of them intramural but it also 

challenged other schools.



The back ball field at St. Mary’s where younger players learned the game.



A young George Ruth poses with some teammates at St. Mary’s about 1912. 

He was placed at the school at age 7, in 1902, and quickly took to baseball.



Young Ruth catches for the Red Sox, senior school champions.



The young lefty was a “natural” 

on the diamond at St. Mary’s.

He caught the eye of Brother 

Matthias who spent countless 

extra hours with him, honing his 

talents. 



Ruth’s preferred position was catcher. As a lefty, he was forced to 

use a right-hander’s glove because that is all St. Mary’s had. 

One fateful day, when he ridiculed the efforts of a pitcher, 

Brother Matthias made him pitch. The move proved pivotal for 

Ruth. His pitching brought him attention.



Brother Gilbert Cairnes.

The press credited him with 

discovering and coaching 

young George Ruth. 

Gilbert wrote and spoke 

extensively about Babe, but 

his role was embellished 

and he seemed to bask in it.

Brother Matthias sought no 

recognition and was content 

to remain in the shadows.



Brother Gilbert poses with  one of his many successful teams at 

Mount St. Joseph High School, where he taught and coached. He was 

a friend of Jack Dunn, manager and owner of the Baltimore Orioles.



Jack Dunn, successful manager 

of the Baltimore Orioles. 

He was alerted to a  young 

pitching sensation at St. Mary’s 

by Brother Gilbert and 

immediately liked what he saw. 

Dunn signed Babe to his first 

professional contract in 1914.



Baltimore Sun, Feb. 15, 1914.

(Frederick Avenue is near St. Mary’s school.)



Babe signs his first professional contract with the Baltimore Orioles 

as Jack Dunn, left, looks on. Note that Babe writes with his right hand.



This is believed to be the first time young Ruth was pictured in a newspaper.



Beset by financial woes, Orioles owner Jack Dunn sells Ruth 

and fellow pitcher Eddie Shore to Boston.



Sent down to the Providence 

Grays for seasoning by the Red 

Sox, Babe hit his first professional 

home run during a game in 

Toronto in September of 1914.



Back in Boston, 

Babe became a 

standout pitcher.



Babe helps out at his dad’s Baltimore bar during the Christmas season.



Disaster, 1919. 

St. Mary’s is heavily 

damaged by fire.



Large sections of St. Mary’s were destroyed. 

Babe immediately pitched in to help fundraising efforts to replace what was lost.



Babe was purchased by the New 

York Yankees for the 1920 season. 

He would remain a Yankee for 

most of his career, becoming a 

legend in pinstripes. 

Note his impeccable penmanship, 

yet more evidence of the 

influence of Brother Matthias.



To help raise money to rebuild St. Mary’s after the disastrous fire, Babe 

arranged for the school band to accompany the Yankees on a road trip.



The fundraising tour for St. Mary’s reached 

Indianapolis on Sept. 22, 1920 for an 

exhibition game against a local team. 

At the same time, a reunion of the Grand 

Army of the Republic was underway. Babe 

and Matthias met a Civil War veteran.

This is a very rare photo. 



“…Brother Matthias has been 

Ruth’s guiding light.”

“Babe got his batting ideas 

from watching Brother 

Matthias bat and paying strict 

attention when the latter was 

passing out information. His 

still today is an exact duplicate 

of that of the brother.”

While in Indianapolis, Babe heaps 

praise on his mentor Matthias



Babe never forgot St. Mary’s and returned often. Here he poses with some of 

his Yankee teammates during an early 1920s visit. From left, catcher Benny 

Bengough, left-fielder Bob Muesel, Brother Paul, Babe, Brother Matthias, third 

baseman Joe Dugan, infielder Mike Gonzalez, and Brother Sebastian.



Brother Matthias takes the wheel of the second Cadillac given him by Babe Ruth.



A gift, 1927



Back at St. Mary’s, 

the Brothers 

continue to play 

ball.



Brother Gilbert penned a 

seven-part series about 

Babe that appeared in the 

Boston Globe. 

The newspaper, like others 

of the day, credited Gilbert 

with discovering the star.

An editorial introduction to 

this first instalment in October 

of 1927 reads: “No other one 

man, except the Babe himself, 

knows more about his life than 

does Brother Gilbert.”

Brother Matthias 

remained in the shadows.



Throughout his life, Brother 

Gilbert delivered many 

speeches and wrote articles 

about Babe Ruth and his 

connection to the star.

Gilbert was an extrovert who 

was well known in the 

baseball community. 

Upon his death, Gilbert was 

working on a book about the 

young man he knew. 

Decades later it was found 

and published in 1999.



Portrait of an aging Brother 

Matthias who kept in touch 

with “George” over the 

years.

Matthias was transferred to 

schools in Massachusetts 

after many years teaching at 

St. Mary’s.

 Matthias was sometimes 

called upon by the Yankees 

to counsel their wayward 

star when the team was 

unable to curb his excesses.



Babe always made time for children and they worshipped him. 

He signs autographs for them with his right hand, another legacy of 

his father figure and baseball mentor Brother Matthias



Boston Evening Transcript, 

February 28, 1935.

“He came under me 

when he was eight 

years old and played 

ball for me until he 

signed with the 

Baltimore team”

“He gave me an $8,000 

Cadillac to ride around in . . .”

“. . . I happened to make 

a pitcher out of him.”

The only known press 

interview ever granted 

by Brother Matthias.

“There was never a 

better boy at St. Mary’s 

school . . .”

“He never forgot what 

the school did for 

him.”



Brother Matthias in 

retirement in 

Massachusetts. 

He died in 1944 at the age 

of 72.



His final resting place in the Xaverian Brothers Cemetery in Danvers, 

Massachusetts. A few feet away lies Brother Gilbert.



Brother Gilbert died in 1947, 

at age 62, still credited with 

discovering Babe Ruth.



August, 1948.



Boys file past the coffin of their hero



Two months after his 

passing, Babe’s last 

words appeared in a 

motivational publication.

Ruth praised Brother 

Matthias, calling him “the 

greatest man I have ever 

known . . .”



(Continued on Page 23 of 

Guideposts.):

 “Thanks to Brother Matthias 

I was able to leave St. Mary’s 

in 1914 and begin my 

professional career with the 

famous Baltimore Orioles.”

“It was he who 

introduced me to 

baseball. Very early he 

noticed that I had some 

natural talent for 

throwing and catching.”



Babe Ruth headstone, 

Gates of Heaven Cemetery, 

Hawthorne, New York
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