


It was a long and winding road that brought Martin Leo Boutilier from his home 

in Lingan, Nova Scotia, to St. Maryõs Industrial School in Baltimore and Babe Ruth



Cape Bretoner  Martin Leo Boutilier 

became Brother Matthias upon 

joining the Congregation of 

Francis Xavier shortly before 1900. 

He was posted to Baltimore where 

taught at St. Maryõs School.



St. Maryõs Industrial Training School, western edge of Baltimore. 

 Owned by the Catholic Church, it was operated by the Xaverian Brothers as 

an orphanage and reform school. 

 George Ruth lived here for most of the time from 1902 until 1914 when he 

signed his first professional baseball contract. 



A. St. Maryõs School

B. Mount St. Joseph High School

C. Downtown Baltimore



A dormitory at St. Maryõs School.



Brother Matthias presides over a classroom at St. Maryõs. 

He was a baseball coach at the school which embraced the sport.



Tailoring shop at St. Maryõs where George Ruth learned how to make shirts.



At its peak, St. Maryõs had about 800 students, sometimes known as inmates.



The main ball field at St. Maryõs Industrial Training School. 

The school saw baseball as a key part of the education it provided. 

St Maryõs fielded as many as 40 teams, most of them intramural but it also 

challenged other schools.



The back ball field at St. Maryõs where younger players learned the game.


