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Preview
• After the war, Branch Rickey teams up with 

the Brooklyn Eagle to organize a competition 
of the best juniors in the world

• 1946-47: Brooklyn vs the World
• Toronto, Montreal send representatives

• 1948: Brooklyn team tours Canada
• 1949-1950: Brooklyn vs Montreal
• Late 1950s: revival of Brooklyn Junior All-

Stars, visits to Montreal.



Previous works
• SABR member Alan Cohen:

• Brooklyn Against the World: Ebbets Field Welcomes 
Young Stars in 1946 in Ebbets Field: Great, Historic, 
and Memorable Games in Brooklyn’s Lost 
Ballpark (SABR, 2023)

• Bats, Balls, Boys, Dreams and Unforgettable 
Experiences: Youth All-Star Games in New York, 1944–
65 in The National Pastime: Baseball in the Big Apple 
(New York, 2017)

https://sabr.org/latest/sabr-digital-library-ebbets-field-brooklyns-lost-ballpark
https://sabr.org/latest/sabr-digital-library-ebbets-field-brooklyns-lost-ballpark
https://sabr.org/latest/sabr-digital-library-ebbets-field-brooklyns-lost-ballpark
https://sabr.org/journals/new-york-new-york-baseball-in-the-big-apple/
https://sabr.org/journals/new-york-new-york-baseball-in-the-big-apple/


1946-1947: Brooklyn vs the World
• 3 games in Brooklyn in August
• Local newspapers organize tryouts to find 

their representative
• Montreal and Toronto among the cities 

sending players
• Toronto: obscure process
• Montreal: English vs French game to choose 

the representative. (French win 6-5)
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1946: Brooklyn vs the World

• Managers: Leo Durocher and George Sisler

• Brooklyn won two games to one

• Most famous alumni: 
• Brooklyn outfielder Ed Ford



Same format

Montreal: English win 
15-6

Dickie Moore on English 
team

Selected player is 
Danny Caduc

1947: Brooklyn vs the World



Mostly local baseball

One season of hockey 
in UK

1947: Danny Caduc



Toronto selects Ralph 
“Bud” Ware

Highest average during 
the tournament

Signs with Yankees 

1948-49 in D leagues
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Managers:
Dazzy Vance and 
Pepper Martin

World wins 2-1

Famous alumni:
Gus Triandos (World)

1947: Brooklyn vs the world



1948: new format
• Brooklyn team on tour
• 2 games in D.C., one in R.I.
• 3 in Canada

• July 30, Win 4-2 in Toronto
• August 1, Win 15-6 in Montreal
• August 3, Lose 5-3 in Halifax

• Famous alumni: Billy Loes





1949: Brooklyn vs Montreal
• Home and home series
• July 26, 10,000 spectators at Ebbets 

Field
• Montreal surprises Brooklyn 9-7 in 

11 innings
• Fernand Thibeault strikes out 19 
• Fernand Bourdeau hits a grand slam
• Jacques Monette has go-ahead RBI



1949: Brooklyn vs Montreal
• Game in Montreal is two weeks later, August 7, at 

DeLorimier Stadium
• 5,500 spectators
• Brooklyn comes out swinging, chases Thibeault out of 

the game after 4 innings and take a 9-2 lead
• Montreal comes back to take a 11-9 lead, but Brooklyn 

ties it in the 9th

• Denis Brodeur drives home the winning run in the 10th



1949 Montreal Jrs: Fernand Thibeault
• Even with subpar 2nd game, lots of 

interest
• Pitches a few games with 

Sherbrooke in the Provincial League
• Dodgers, Yankees, Royals interested
• Eventually signs with Giants, spends 

1951 in D ball (13-9, 4.83)
• Injured his shoulder



1949 Montreal Jrs: Denis Brodeur
• Better known as goaltendender

• His son played 1980-1981 in Expos 
organization

• Other son had a decent NHL career

• Denis was the Montreal Canadiens 
photographer



1949 Montreal Jrs: Jacques Monette
• Also a pro goaltendender

• Long MiLB career

• International League, PCL

• In Quebec baseball HOF





1950: Brooklyn vs Montreal
• Same format

• Brooklyn takes their revenge

• They win 10-4 in Brooklyn on August 14

• In Montreal, August 18, they thrash the locals 11-1

• Famous alumni: Don Marshall (Montreal), 1000+ 
NHL games, 500+ points.



1950: Brooklyn vs Montreal
Some controversies

• Two Junior Leagues in Montreal
• Atwater League (English) and Montreal Royal Junior 

League (French)

• 1949 team was primarily French, 1950 primarily English

• French press has a field day



1951: End of the line?

• Branch Rickey leaves the Dodgers and moves to the 
Pirates

• Brooklyn Against the World program put on hiatus

• Internal disputes in Montreal prevents any kind of 
substitution



1957-58: a revival

• Dodgers back supporting an all-star junior teams, 
organizes tour

• Montreal Royal Junior League organizes for Brooklyn to 
visit; it becomes their all-star game.

• No visits to Brooklyn this time



1957: a tough loss
• 2,500 fans see a 2-1 Montreal loss in 10 innings

• HOFer Charlie Culvert manages the Montreal team

• Some controversy when star pitcher André Bessette is 
removed in 7th inning, under pressure from Phillies 
scout. (4 seasons in MiLB, reached B level)

• Famous alumni: LHP Pete Richert (Brooklyn)



1958: one more win
• 3,000 fans see a 6-4 win by Montreal

• Jean-Pierre Gauthier and Marcel 
Guilbault star in the win, both signed 
by Dodgers 

• Gauthier: 3 seasons in MiLB – D level

• Guilbault: 6 seasons, tops at AAA
• Quebec HOFer



Legacy
• Early international competition

• 1945-1955 is golden age for Quebec (senior) baseball

• Also great period for junior baseball
• 5 Quebec-born players in MLB in 1960s

• The 1949 win was also remembered for a long time
• Manager Oscar Major also a columnist
• Big boost in terms of confidence and experience
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