They Weren't Just Hockey Players:
The Bentleys and Baseball on the Canadian Prairies

in the 1940s and ‘50s

Bentley Boys Put Home Town Of
[Delisle On Map With Baseball
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Max and Doug at the
Bentley farm in Delisle,
Saskatchewan

BILL AND GEORGE ORCHARD, from Oshawa, were discoverers of Bentleys back
in 1919 and started Delisle hockey tradition which now sees village of g:ﬂ with
2,000-seat rink. Here the Orchards pose wi,h four of the ball-playing ntleys.

GROWIN » D
cnd pitched sheaves. Now they sif
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Bentley Brothers of Drumbheller

Reg, Doug and Max with
the Black Hawks

Drumheller Miners 1938-39
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MOX Bentley Do You Know
DOUQ Bentley The Ball Players?
Reg Bentley
Roy Bentley
Nephew Bev
Bentley

and

Jack |
Scoop |

.48t

Any club playving against
Delisle  just can’t afford to
make ervors and get away with
it. The Bentleys and their
mates arve too swift and smart
on the base paths, Much to
their sorrow the Cubs fully
realize this

-



Some of the pro Hockey Players who
played baseball on the Canadian Prairies
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Terry Sawchuk

Nick and Don Metz

Bill Gadsby

Emile Francis

Hank Bassen A
Guy Kyle

Gordie Howe

Northern Electric

Bert Olmstead » e

Dick Butler d tod Scre,en Studios
Glenn HOU. MONTREAL...CANADA

Dick Butler ee, eac i

Jack MclLeod
Metro Prystai

And many others Hockey Stars' Summer 1951

on Youlube (bentleys at
9:54)



https://youtu.be/8vQhqB26hDU?si=2XfiIp7b8zw4_x9b
https://youtu.be/8vQhqB26hDU?si=2XfiIp7b8zw4_x9b
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Bill Gadsby, Calgary Buffaloes Gus Kyle

1 , _ *“Gus matches his hitting with
“his catching. He’s the most im-
pressive receiver in the South. |
ern League anc a few days ago |
Johnny Johnson, the little col-
ored pitcher with Ligon's Stars,
rank him ‘the best catcher 1 |
ever worked with.’

“Quite » man is Gus Kyle on
the ball diamond, and if you'll
recall he wasn't any passenger |
on the Cap hockey lineup last
wvinter either.” '

All of which is quite a tribute |
fo Mr. Kvle, as an athlete. ‘
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LIONS WIN PROVINCIAL BASEBALL TITLE

Max Bentley, CF

TrounceWeybum9 3m'.
Third Game of Series

Saskatoon Club Makes Glean Sweep of Games
By Taking Six-Inning Decision; Teams
Meet in Double-header Today
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It's a Habit “

Max Bentley’s Double
Breaks Up Ball Game

Drives in Winning Run in Last of Seventh

“:f’::.f‘.h, As N-D’'s Go Down to 5-4 Defeat in City ‘
"""'5:1;&'3 League Contest at Cairns Field

inni
agains th N-D's
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NEW HOLDERS OF MEMORIAL TROPHY—Presenting a
well balanced heavy hitting club and a strong pitching
staff, Delisle captured the premier honors and J, F. Cairns
Memorial Trophy in the annual Exhibition Week baseball
tournament. Delisle outscored Shackleton, Wiseton and
Tech Aeronauts in the early rounds and whipped Hughton
in the abbreviated final Saturday night. The members
of the Delisle team pictured above are, back row, left to
right: Roy Bentley, Lefty Skarban, French, H. Sibbald,
Hughle Crooks, Ea Sibbald, Archie Reynolds, manager,
and Hudson. Front row, left to right: Reg Bentley, Max
Bentley, Coughlin, Mitchell, Kembel, Maronuik and Doug
Bentley. Seated in front are two second-generation Bent-
ley’s, who were the club’s mascots. | =Star-Fhoenix Photo

July 28, 1942
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Playing for Viscount, Saskatchewan-120 km from Delisle

Wiseton Blanks Viscount
4-0 in Final; Kimbel
Stars for Winning Club

Wiseton, behind Rainey Kimbel's four-hit pltching, captured the J, F, Cairns Memorial Trophy,
emblematic of the Saskatoon Exhibition baseball tournament championship, with a 40 victory
over Viscount at Exhibition Park diamond Saturday night.

A crowd, estimated conservatively at 6,500, saw the Goose Lake club score a comparatively
easy victory over Viscount after the latter had advanced to the final with a 7-1 triumph over
Kindersley Saturday morning.

FINAL
Wiseton e ABR HPOA E
[Hudson ef .. 502 o0o0o0
A, Plper If ... § *FTE N RS
(R, Plper ss 4. - SN S o R
| Fisher 2 % W [ T
Currie 1b 5 0 1 16 0 0
Hrown rf ., 4 0.3 000
Derdall ¢ , 2.8 0:6.%'0®
Orth 3b ., OO W el RS 8% o
KimbDel P cisminiwnne 4 1. 3 0. 80
TOALS .vviimmurminsinne 3T 4 9 2718 2
Viscount ABR HPOA E
Roy Bentley 2b ..........n S Q.2 +57830
Marcoux 4D ..oeeviess 3 00 220
D. Bentley If 300 000
{M. Bentley cf 4 02 100
Olmstead p .. 2 00 0 3 1)
| Madden r 000 010
'Reg Bentley ¢ B B B A B ]
{Thone rf ... « 4 00 1 00
Clouston ss v 39 00 3 3 }
B, Bentley 1b « 3011100
|z-Pendleton ... « 100 000
|zz-Butler ... « 100 00O
TORIS coovvinsiindiiomismmnses 30 0 4 2713 3
z—Hatted for Madden In Dth.
zz—Batted for Reg Bentley In 9th,
SCORE BY INNINGS
Wiseton .4 . 001 030 0004
Viscount . 000 000—0

10
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| " .
|M. Bentley, Delisle ........ 74 34 459
| Roy Dean, N. Battleford

L] ol
|J, Turner, Viscount ... 44 17 386
| Matt Meredith, N Batt, .... 71 27 .3%0
iLes Dean, N, Batt. .ouewe. 39 14 359
Don Leask, N. Batt. 25 352
@ | Elt, Dean, N. Batt. ... 21 350

{ R. ‘Hamilton, Cubs ... s
| Reg. Pendleton, Colonsay .
| Farraga, Viscount ...

* ) o

B |J. Maroniuk, Delisle ... a4 11 .324
| Pau! Hrynkiw, Colonsay ... 41 13 317

G. Marcoux, Viscount ... e O 19 M1

. Bob Sasseville, Legion .... 70 21 .300

S. Nalywako, Colonsay .... 73 21 .288

Bentley, Delisle ... 59 17 .288
Folk, Colonsay . "
. Mills, Legion ...

onroE

Max Bentley, who toils for Toronto Maple Leafs of

s the Nauonal HOCkey l‘eague during “he Winter and plays A, J?hnston. Cubs 63 17 2‘.‘()
almost any position on the Delisle ball club in the sum- 7 slutchelt Tegtos @ I
: ~ 1T, , Colon soenes 250

mer, is the 1948 batting champion of the Saskatoon and iﬁ};.,?.“{“‘é&%'.f;?‘"’ 5 13 254
. o .25

District Baseball League. The Delisle dandy manufactured L. Cotttn, Coloassy s 68 18 313
the amazing average of 459 to win the individual batting L Hanson, ‘colonsay I 88 13 31
" e irota, J— 224

crown by a wide margin. Delisle won the league cham- fep Bentiey Dol g i 2
pionsh 1p I’l. 553‘1‘3( ‘I'f:?i)cl;.:t. 3 3 189
— A, Reider, Viscount .. 27 5 .85

| Myhr, Viscount ... 21 &5 .85

| K Francis, Delisle 76 14 ,184

| Elliott, Viscount .. 10,182

| McGourlick, Viscount 5 179

b e Clte i 8

n‘ cnbuggfl’li.. e bR

. on, e 56 9 .164

September /1948 o T % A
;Bobop;;&xz‘, l{e B’:LL sesssasanioy gg 7 .43

’%ay Bentley, Delisle wunne 30 4 103
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The Ligon’'s All-Stars toured the Canadian west from 1946 to 1953

;BASE L

(DOUBLE HEADER)

o ot ‘
U
’;
'1
E i
i

Colored Boys
ll:lnr Play Delisle BASEBALL
The Ligon colored All-Stars llGﬂN A“ Stars

ball elub will ‘be in action again TR

tonight at Cairns Field. The R TR e
colored bovs will take on the
Delisle club, These teams have

already put on three good at-
tractions here, each club having SASKATG()N AII-Stars
won a game, with one game a

tie. The battle will get under Salur(]ay’ June 21
way at 6.30 o'clock. '

vs.

At 2.30 and 6.30 p.m.

CAIRNS FIELD

Admission: Grandstand, 75¢; Bleachers, 50e¢,

12
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Delisle versus Ligon All-Stars

13
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Colored All-Stars

CoMlNG! Defeat Dellsle

' . .
NEXT WEEK DELISLE, Tuly 28 ‘
IV:H aved a tie game in S 1

Cairns Field
L1GON p!‘ | I.‘
iy o e

ALL- STARS
NEGROES TOO SHARP

OF LOS ANGELES

Colored Basellall Team
SASKATOON

(Selected from City League)

A, EDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 1950

|44 0| [LIGONS POUND LONG BALL

Sat. at 3.00 p.m.
GRANDSTAND, 75¢
14

BLEACHERS  30c¢
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THE Bentley-studded Delisle team. of the Northern
Saskatchewan Senior Baseball League will this secson
be known as the Delisle Gems through an arrange-
ment made with Jim Chrones and his son Jack, owners
of a Saskatoon cafe. The deal was made Monday
afternoon when five Bentleys conferred with the
Chrones combination, Pictured above, left to right, are
Max Bentley, Reg Bentley, Doug Bentley, Jim Chrones,

Delisle Squad Uses New Name

i 4
Roy Bentley, Bev Bentley and Jack Chrones. The
picture was taken just after the arrangement for the
new name was made. The new Gems will have practi-
cally all players from last year's Delisle team, plus
some new additions. They’ll vlay in the N.S.S.B.L. with
Saskatoon Cubs, Saskatoon Legion, Prince Albert,
North Battleford and Colonsay. Saskatoon games will
be at Cairns Field, e

katoon Star-Phoenix.

A baseball teom by another

cafe May 10, 1950

15
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Bentleys Of Delisle Are Baseball Inseparables

(N T ™.

REG BENTLEY MAX BENTLEY BEV BENTLEY

When the Delisle baseball squad goes into action it's a regular gathering of the Bentley clan,
The hockey-playing family, its scions scattered to the far winds each winter, believe in unity when
the baseball season rolls around. The three Bentleys pictured above were prominent Wednesday
as the Delisle club won its first-round game in the annual Lloydminster baseball tourney. The club

won the tourney last year and are heavily favored to repeat in the play now in progress.
#

First Anpiversary
THE WEST'S GREATEST SPORTING EVENT!

GIGANTIC TWO-DAY

BASEBALL

TOURNAMENT

“In the Heart of the Largest Black Oil Field in America”

LLOYDMINSTER

between Edmonton and Sas the Sask-Alberta Border, on Highways 5, 16

ti. JUNE 6- 7
$4600

I S1st 20005 2nd $750
3rd $325; 4th $325; Twelve Teams $100 Each

Daiy Admission to Grounds: Aduts $1.00; Children under 16, 25c; Cars 250
DANCE EACH NIGHT IN LEGION MEWORIAL HALL

ko
JUNE 5 -6-7 CARNVAL IN BASEMENT OF LEGION MEMORIL HALL | 5, 2,

Max Bentley
ready to quit?

LLYODMINSTER, Sask., June 9
—(CP). — Max Bentley, Toronto
Maple Leafs centre, said Thurs-
day that “I think I'll retire after
this next season” as a player in
the National Hockey league.

“I would have quit last' year
but Conny Smythe talked me out
of it. So I'll be back and if we win
the Stanley cup I'll call it quits,
for sure,

“I'm 30 now and can see the
handwriting on the wall. I'd like
to coach an amateur club out here |
Calgary has talked to me and ifj
the offer still is open when I quit, |
I might take them up on it.” |

Max is here with some more '
baseball-playing Bentleys from!
Delisle, Sask., competing in the'
$4,600 Lloydminster baseball tour-
ney, He will leave Friday by plane !
for Toronto take to part in the!
Toronto Maple Leaf-Montreal Ca-
nadiens baseball benefit game for
Manitoba flood victims.

16
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sl
Delisle

A\
NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN CHAMPS
/

19
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NNIAAALELNET A ATYY @AW ™V

Left to right: Following last night's victory
Mrs. Roy Bentley Diciisle m-mw‘ul manager George
(Bevs father) Ovchard said he wasn't sure if
| 4 ’ e |
Eddie Browns .!l'e club would de h'ml its provin-
girlfriend cial championship. The southern

playoffs are still in progress and

Joe Hollin due to the lateness of the season
Doug Bentley and the Delisle team may be forced
Eddie Brown. 1 dishand due to harvest opera

. ticns and the fact that several of
1950 Delisle Gems the boys will soon be reporting

[ur hockey.

Delisle couldn’t meet the southern champions as

hockey and the harvest took priority August 25, 1950

21
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Raddison Saskatchewan
cafe with the Delisle Gems

22
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Gordie Howe Closes Gap
In W.C.L. Battmg Race

hields Io-d..lrun-wn.h
Big Don mnchwdum -pln n

“- hitting an m is the|21 -nd in stolen
batter _in "' I Herron, Kooty Bory
s—-b-nu-m- lﬂllludllnhanemnswnhnve
straight week, but Saska- and Gus Kyle, Regina, in runs|
toon’s Gorcie Howe closed patted in with 18. |
on, the M.ples Anﬂelder l Ray Patterson, Estevan, has
Slowe. has lifted his nxenm-ouneadmdoumuwm:

r and Curﬁs Tate of oﬂh

place three perceu‘n tage Singleton,

'“h "535,.,. Regi .Qu.mwedlnonl.ell)ean Nort.hBatp

le. i onl'. for the lead among the

Hinchberger continues to lead ln.l"‘“‘ :ﬁ:"‘f; Both have won
total bases th 41. -

‘l‘nu is t:o‘ 't‘:cw leader in hits thtoonn Jim Morrow struck|
29. He also is one of four out 17 Moose Jaw batters in 11|

piece, for the lead|innings, before he was relieved by
with three tdgu Eambert Lauer in the 12th. Lauer

=

are: Chuck Seiph. Estevan; received credit for the victory as
Breckner and Jupn Shields, Saska-|Saskatoon defeated Moose Jaw,
toon. 4 6-5, in 12.
INDIVIDUAL BATTING S
R H TB2IBIBHR SH SE Bl Pet
0 3 4.1..0.0 0 O 3 429
16 26 41 6 0 3 0 5 17 400
2 6 .t by vl FR e 400
14 22 28 4 1 0 2 4 6 393
12 - 43 0 0 3 1 358
14 26 3! !_S % 8 g 18 22_5'

Gordie playing

with the Bentleys.

Saskatoon Gems
June 2, 1952

H PO A
13y
0 0 0
1 4 0]
00 0
0o 5 of
00 0
1
et 150
01 "3
101
0 8 0
0 5O
54 9
H PO A
3.8 ¢
Ay
1T
U1
215 0
I 00
Z: 5 3
an o0
0o 0 1
hodE A
16 27 14
|
00 301— 7
010 82x—12 |

Box Score
ESTEVAN
AB R
Shea, 2b R Y
Mesa, rf and If 3 0
Patterson, If and ¢ 4 2
Montz, ef .. 4.1
Munroe, ¢ 3 0
Skjerdal, rf .. 0o 0
Selph, ss ... 3 0
Lillie, 3b 3 0
Torgenrud, p 2 1
McLeod, p ... 1 0
McKechney, 1b . 3 1
x-Stephenson 5]
RIS s rervoveotess 30 7
x—Singled for Mesa in 9th,
SASKATOON
AB R
Max Bentley, 2b ... 4 2
Shields, ss ... ¢ 1
Howe, 3b PRI W |
Breckner, rf ... 5 1
Bev Bentley, 1b ... 5 1
Doug Bcnlle) ll 4 1
Shirley, ¢ . 5 3
Pendlclon. of 159
odd, p . 0
Coben, p 3 1
Totals ......... ;9 Tz
Score by Innings
Estevan ... St 00
iSaskaloon o Sl A S ]

23
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Gordie Takes Colleen Out to the Ball Game

Jack Adams told Gordie to stop
playing ball. May 29 1953

lNTERESTED spectators at the Saskatoon-Moose Jaw contest were
Gordie Howe, the famed Detroit Red Wing hockey star and his
pretty bride, Colleen, who will be spending the summer here in
Saskatoon with Gordie's parents. . . Howe was a member of the
Gems last summer—until Jack Adams caught up with him. , . He
didn't say whether or not he would try baseball again, but intimaj-
{ed he might be confining his sum=
mer sports to golf and fishing.

. . However, he visited the
dressing room after the game
and began swinging a bat.

|
|
il
f
|
|
1
1
1

1

» & 1

| =Sta-Phocin Photo ||
| GORDIE HOWE, the National Hockey League’s outstanding star, " introduced his ||
| bride, Colleen, a Detroit girl, to Cairns Field last night when they took in the Sas- |\
1
1
i
li

| Kkatoon-Moose Jaw ball game. They'll spend the summer here. Said Mrs. Howe: “I
| love this country. It'’s all sky.” The chap on the left is not their chaperone. He is
Don McIntyre, who keeps Cairns Field in first rate trim for the attractions there.
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Tl Doug Bentley didn't
listen to the Black Hawks
st =, 199 when they asked in 1991

Nr. Douglss 3entl =y
Selisls =8
e AELE

¥e wiil sommence traizing im Sorth Say the moraing of
Sevtember 10 and I 2o nof wmat sxy of the "Wll* you
;.r;;'.‘.;: bard out sicut crops. With the dough you have
ssée out of dasshall and bocksy you caxz well afferd to
zive some poor guy & Job 30 Wixg ia your Ealf acre.

Iz &1l seriousness, Doug, o3 time this year,

Yours wery tyauly,

ZLer

CEICASO FAIGEAL EDCIEY TRAN, IX.
¥J2:88 25
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SASKATOON GEMS

BE:
Left Field

SASKATOON GEMS 1952
Front Row Cleft o vight); Bat Boy, Raiph Mabso (Manager), Frank Pickons, Reg. Pendicton, Jimmy eMdD VIOOTAHELE
st Muray Coben, Max Bonley, & . Harvay Trainr.

Row: Paul Schwager (Ca-M igor ), Doug Bentle ﬁob Sln leton, Len Breckner, Jim Shirle, Eob
Ourcll Olwﬂo Road, Chuck Holdaway, Jnhzmy W“llror F’ e % %

1952 Saskatoon Gems
CKOM baseball cards

THITVIHE Vi
oesdl agﬁ’laa 2 6
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Max goes six for six at the age of 38 (1958)

27
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Bev Bentley talks on Youlube about his
baseball career November 2022

208 3 .
\"‘/ }4! N

.. g
‘Who was the best player?” ”7\ W \3 "3\ §

Bev says Max; spouse Betty i d s 2 T2

‘" ’”év:';@ v(@gw Wﬂ

says ‘Reg. And BeV",

28
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Links:

The Bentleys at baseballart on Flickrcom

The Fomous Bentleys on Facebook

And special thanks to

J.D. Mah and his site on Western Canada Baseballl

NOW IS THE

Relax and

|

{

5

f 340 Xc Studios fn;:;:":::: Enjoy a Ball Game!!!

e Y

THE
T
]

PRINTED I OAADS

4
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https://flic.kr/s/aHsmJEcPp5
http://flickr.com
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/1Fet7A9pAj/
http://atheplate.com

