Canada in_the Global World
¥ Series 1955-57 #&

The Saskatoon Gems, the North Battleford Beavers and the Edmonton Eskimos



Canada in the Global World Series #¢ 1955-57 #¢

% The Global World Series was an ambitious international

baseball tournament organized by the National Baseball
Congress and promoted by former MLB Commissioner Happy
Chandler and NBC founder Ray Dumont.
> Does anyone remember it now?
> It was an attempt to stage a worldwide baseball
championship in North America with no restrictions to

amateurs
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Milwaukee: September 23 to 28, 1955: eight countries invited
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% The Saskatoon Gems represented Canada

% The Edmonton Eskimos refused to go as they didn’t want to add players
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Saskatoon Gems Beat Japan

In Opener Of Global Series

e Canada wins its first game in international

Eo«m w‘ﬁﬁ' competition, beating Japan 5-2, highlighted by a triple
play as \
a%md”m“ play made by Canada.
off to a flying start. | '
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,GEMS STAY ALIVE; BEAT NTEXIC5

% (GLOBAL WORLD SERIES) ¥

Benny Griggs Hurls Four- Hltter

After losing to Hawaii 5-2, Canada came back to beat Mexico
by the same score

The newspapers as always misspelled Bennie as Benny
Attendance was 3500 for the Hawaii game and 5000 for the
Mexico game

Hawaii squeaked by Spain 23-0, eliminating them
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% Unfortunately the United States team, the
Wichita Boeing Bombers, eliminated
Canada 8-2

% Former New York Giants shortstop Daryl
Spencer played for Wichita
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< However, Canada beat Columbia 4-3 in the third

place game, perhaps motivated by the lower Gems Capture Third Prize;
prices of cotton goods in the U.S. Hawaii. U.S. Still Alive

% The Wichita Boeing Bombers defeated the Hawaii e —
Red Sox 7-4 in 11 innings to win the
championship
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% Box scores from the
games are seemingly
impossible to find in the
U.S. papers

> A few linescores in the
Canadian papers

> No coverage in The Sporting
News—only one ad in
September for the event

> No major Milwaukee papers
online for 1955
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North Battleford
represented Canada

Emile Francis coaching
Notice the integrated team,
somewhat surprising to the
U.S. media

September 7 - 13, 1956
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¢ Canada in the Global World Series 1956 ¥

Canada was eliminated by losing its second game 10-1 to Hawaitt
Fort Wayne Allen Dairymen won the championship defeating the
Honolulu Red Sox. John Kennedy and Don Pavletich played for the
Dairymen

A crowd of only 2,637 attended the final game.

SECOND ANNUAL

lilllBAl Wlllllll SERIES

956 e



¥ Canada in the Global World Series 1957 #«

% With sparse crowds in Milwaukee,
the 1957 tournament shifted to : ,
BRIGGS STADIUM SEPT.13-15.

BASEBALL BETWEEN THE CHAMPIONS OF 8 COUNTRIES |

Detroit
6 DAYS -15 GAMES

@@@ww@@@

GLOBAL WORLD

Bt | ’
- (P
: B 1"

‘.II slll y

AL
(ehing, NI ,

BASEBAll'

h

RESERVED BOX SEATS ——~ —
6 DAYS $10 SINGLE $2 e
RESERVED GRANDSTAND
6 DAYS $7.50 SINGLE $1.50
GENERAL ADMISSION
6 DAYS $5 SINGLE $1
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The Edmonton Eskimos defeated
the Moose Jaw Mallards to win
entry

Despite refusing to add players in
1955, the Eskimos this time
added players from the Mallards,
including ace and five year minor
leaguer Nansen Ralph
Ravensborg Vold and Ernie
Nevers (no, not that Ernie Nevers,
but his nephew)

Ron Fairly played center field for
the Eskimos

d¢ Canada in the Global World Series 1957 #&

TRYING ON NEW HATS—Three Moose
Jaw Mallards, runners-up in the WCBL
‘finals, joined the Edmonton Eskimos for the
jaunt to the World Global Series at Detroit
as reinforcements for the Canadian entry
in the eight-nation tourney starting Friday.
Pitcher Ernie Nevers, left, centerfielder Ernie

R

Rodriguez, WCBL batting king, and first-
baseman Bo Toft, right, try on the Edmon-
ton headgear under the watchful eye of Es-
kimo trainer Dick Bielous, who was added to
the Detroit-bound party at the last moment
when the players dug down and made up his
fare. .
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p A crowd of 10,457 saw Japan win the
championship, defeating Edmonton 4-2 in
11 innings.
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% Why did it fail?
> Finances, as always
> Unpaid hotels and airlines
> Huge expenses and low
attendance

AS OF TODAY

Is City’s Sports Pride
Worth This $75,000?

BY LYALL SMITH

A SMALL GROUP OF prominent businessmen quietly
...and a bit gingerl¥ . . . is attempting to erase a black
smudge from the civic pride of Detroit.

It hasn’'t been made public until right now. But the
Global World Series, staged here for a week last August,

went into the red ink bin to the staggering sum of $75,000.

Unpaid are local hotels which housed and fed athletes

| from the United States and seven foreign countries. Wait-

ing for their money are airlines which transported the
teams from Japan, Holland, Venezuela, Colombia, Mexico,
Canada and Hawaii. ¢

In the same lea'ky boat are Detroiters who signed their
personal notes to support this city’s claim that it was one
of the sports’ capitals of the world.

The Global World Series was originated three years
ago by a young Milwaukee industrialisf named Richard
Falk. It was his concept that international good will
would be advanced by selecting amateur baseball champi-
ons in foreign nations and then bringing them to the

United States for a tournament to select a titlist.

The first two tourneys were held :n Milwaukee. Incor-
porated as a non-profit organization, it proved to be just
that. But because Milwaukee businessmen, civic leaders
and sportsmen unclipped their check books, it broke even.
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<+ Even as late as September 5, M aiorify Of Eskimos Want
1958, id - '
w 1958 Global Series Chance

to be a go
< No tournament in 1958,

tournament was to be i 3

postponed to 1959 Global World Series Cancelled
% It was postponed againin  Until Midsummer Of Next Year

1959, but “a go for next

summer”’
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4 Death of the Global World Series 4

Financial disaster lead to no

tournament in 1958

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Aug. 7
(UPI)—The Global World
Series, a financial flop at Briggs
Stadium in Detroit last year,
may not be played in Detroit or
any place else this season,

David Delany, assistant to
Milwaukee industrialist Richard
S. Falk who started the baseball
extravaganza, said last year’s
tournament “cest an awful lot

Global Series In J eopardy

of money and 1t just isn't avail-
able this year."”

Falk said, “something defi-
nite” should be announced in
about two weeks.

“No definite commitment on
whether it will be played or not
is being made at this time,”
Falk said.

Japan, with alert play, good
pitching and smart base running,
was the surprise winner of last

year's series after the United|'
States entry in the amateur
tournamemt won both in 1955
and 1956 at Milwaukee's County|c
Stadium, (
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Attempts were made to have the
tournament in Chicago, Cuba
and Canada in 1961

“ By May 1961, the tournament
was slated for Wichita in 1962

‘Global Series’
Scheduled for

Wichita Diamond

Cuba May Host
Global Series

Havana Studied
For Baseball Meet

Cuba is considering the possi-
 bility of staging the 1960 global
;bueball world's series. This was
(revealed today by Ray Dumont,
‘of the National Baseball Con-
|gress,
| The NBC headquarters in
|Wichita has just received a wire
from the Cuban capital advising
that the possibility of the event
for Havana was being studied
and a decision will be reached
in the near future.

- o -~ - . L. -~

provineial

winners meeting in a double-

knockout tourney for the Can-
adian title.

Plans are under way for the

Clmdhn ehlmplonu to meet

States representa-

uvu I.n a continental final.

concerned
semi-pro leagues, but we try to |/

promote and help other leagues
and teams wherever we can.

“Present plans call for the|'

continental final to be played
in Canada in 1961," he added.
Under the NBC plan, district

playoffs would start approxi- |'

mately July 1, with the provin-

cial final 10 days later and the A

national tournament Aug. 1,
lelor also stated that there
n poulbﬂlly that the global

1d series

will be held in
(\n.l' in 1081
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Edmonton Ends
% Despite the May announcement of a Baseball Race |

. SASKATOON, CP) i
1962 tournament, Saskatoon still o g gy
ger, suid the Westerr Can-

believed the 1961 tournament was a s B e

prematurely because of fin-
| e
go Py ¥
>  August 16, 1961 E‘L?? ol Sefe st

uaiq said six Edmonton
% I’s not clear why Saskatoon thought | vl st o
| % satisfactory arrangement |
- with . Eskimos any |
the 1961 tournament was still on, or B e
Bee i T ot

where it would be Self ST, Soeiant contioes, |
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% Global World Series, 1955-57 by Bob
Buege, Spring 2012 SABR Baseball

Research Journal
> https://sabr.org/journal/article/global-world-

series-1955-57/
% Art Stone, 1956 Canada jersey

oo EDLEQ, HALdiNe
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