
Canada in the Global World 
Series 1955-57

The Saskatoon Gems, the North Battleford Beavers and the Edmonton Eskimos



Canada in the Global World Series 1955-57 

❖ The Global World Series was an ambitious international 
baseball tournament organized by the National Baseball 
Congress and promoted by former MLB Commissioner Happy 
Chandler and NBC founder Ray Dumont. 
➢ Does anyone remember it now?
➢ It was an attempt to stage a worldwide baseball 

championship in North America with no restrictions to 
amateurs





Canada in the Global World Series 1955 

❖ The Saskatoon Gems represented Canada
❖ The Edmonton Eskimos refused to go as they didn’t want to add players



Canada in the Global World Series 1955 

● Canada wins its first game in international 
competition, beating Japan 5-2, highlighted by a triple 
play made by Canada.



Canada in the Global World Series 1955 

❖ After losing to Hawaii 5-2, Canada came back to beat Mexico 
by the same score

❖ The newspapers as always misspelled Bennie as Benny
❖ Attendance was 3500 for the Hawaii game and 5000 for the 

Mexico game
❖ Hawaii squeaked by Spain 23-0, eliminating them



Canada in the Global World Series 1955 

❖ Unfortunately the United States team, the 
Wichita Boeing Bombers, eliminated 
Canada 8-2 

❖ Former New York Giants shortstop Daryl 
Spencer played for Wichita



Canada in the Global World Series 1955 

❖ However, Canada beat Columbia 4-3 in the third 

place game, perhaps motivated by the lower 

prices of cotton goods in the U.S.

❖ The Wichita Boeing Bombers defeated the Hawaii 

Red Sox 7–4 in 11 innings to win the 

championship



Canada in the Global World Series 1955 

❖ Box scores from the 

games are seemingly 

impossible to find in the 

U.S. papers
➢ A few linescores in the 

Canadian papers

➢ No coverage in The Sporting 

News–only one ad in 

September for the event

➢ No major Milwaukee papers 

online for 1955



Canada in the Global World Series 1956

❖ North Battleford 
represented Canada

❖ Emile Francis coaching
❖ Notice the integrated team, 

somewhat surprising to the 
U.S. media

❖ September 7 - 13, 1956



Canada in the Global World Series 1956 

❖ Canada loses its opener 5-4 to 
Japan



Canada in the Global World Series 1956 

❖ Canada was eliminated by losing its second game 10-1 to Hawaitt
❖ Fort Wayne Allen Dairymen won the championship defeating the 

Honolulu Red Sox.  John Kennedy and Don Pavletich played for the 
Dairymen

❖ A crowd of only 2,637 attended the final game.



Canada in the Global World Series 1957

❖ With sparse crowds in Milwaukee, 
the 1957 tournament shifted to 
Detroit 



Canada in the Global World Series 1957 

❖ The Edmonton Eskimos defeated 
the Moose Jaw Mallards to win 
entry

❖ Despite refusing to add players in 
1955, the Eskimos this time 
added players from the Mallards, 
including ace and five year minor 
leaguer Nansen Ralph 
Ravensborg Vold and Ernie 
Nevers (no, not that Ernie Nevers, 
but his nephew)

❖ Ron Fairly played center field for 
the Eskimos





Death of the Global World Series 1957

❖ Why did it fail?
➢ Finances, as always
➢ Unpaid hotels and airlines
➢ Huge expenses and low 

attendance



Death of the Global World Series 

❖ Even as late as September 5, 
1958, tournament was said 
to be a go

❖ No tournament in 1958, 
tournament was to be 
postponed to 1959

❖ It was postponed again in 
1959, but “a go for next 
summer”



Death of the Global World Series 

❖ Financial disaster lead to no 

tournament in 1958



Attempts to revive the Global World Series Failed

❖ Attempts were made to have the 
tournament in Chicago, Cuba 
and Canada in 1961

❖ By May 1961,  the tournament 
was slated for Wichita in 1962



Attempts to revive the Global World Series Failed

❖ Despite the May announcement of a 
1962 tournament, Saskatoon still 
believed the 1961 tournament was a 
go
➢ August 16, 1961

❖ It’s not clear why Saskatoon thought 
the 1961 tournament was still on, or 
where it would be



Canada in the Global World Series 1957

❖ Global World Series, 1955-57 by Bob 
Buege, Spring 2012 SABR Baseball 
Research Journal
➢ https://sabr.org/journal/article/global-world-

series-1955-57/

❖ Art Stone, 1956 Canada jersey
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